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CONFIDENTIAL TEGUCIGALPA 3867 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, PGOV, SNAR, HO 

SUB J : GOH DEFENDS MELGAR AGAINST DRUG ACCUSATIONS 

REF: TEGUCIGALPA 3833 

1 . A COMMUNIQUE AUTHORIZED BY THE MILITARY JUNTA DATED AUGUST 
11 "ENERGETICALLY REJECTS" THE CALUMNIES MADE AGAINST GENERAL 
MET .GAR IN THE FOREIGN PRESS. IN ADDITION, LOCAL CORRESPONDENTS OF 
WIRE SERVICES (UPI, AP, EFE) HAVE PUBLICLY PROTESTED WHAT THEY 
DESCRIBED AS MALICIOUS TAMPERING WITH INFORMATION AS IT HAD BEEN 
TRANSMITTED FROM HONDURAS. 

2. COMMENT: GOH COMMUNIQUE CAME AFTER WIDESPREAD PUBLIC COMMENT 
THAT AN OFFICIAL STATEMENT WAS NEEDED. ALTHOUGH NOT SATISFYING 
EVERYBODY, IT AND THE CLARIFICATION GIVEN BY THE VOICE OF AMERICA 
(REFTEL) SHOULD RESOLVE MATTER FOR MOST PERSONS WHO EXPRESSED 
PUBLICLY AND TO EMBOFFS THEIR DISMAY OVER IMPLICATION MELGAR WAS 
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REMOVED FOR INVOLVEMENT N DRUGS. CONCERNED PERSON INCLUDED NOT 
ONLY CESAR BATRES, BUT OTHERS NOT CLOSELY LINKED TO GENERAL 
MELGAR WHO ALSO FELT ALLEGATIONS WERE UNFAIR. 

3. AT THE SAME TIME, THE JUNTA GARNERED A LITTLE GOODWILL FOR IT- 
SELF BY DEFENDING MELGAR WHEN HE HAD FALLEN FROM POWER AND PERHAPS 
MAKING IT MORE DIFFICULT FOR THE JUNTA TO BE ATTACKED BECAUSE 
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OF THE NARCOTICS SCANDAL. THIS DEFENSE IS A CONTRAST TO THE USUAL 
PRACTISE OF IGNORING OR DENIGRATING PREVIOUS GOVERNMENTS AND 
TESTIFIES TO THE GENERALLY GOOD REPUTATION ENJOYED BY MET .GAR IN- 
CLUDING WITHING THE MILITARY. IN FACT, WHILE MELGAR'S POLITICAL IN- 
FLUENCE AND PROSPECTS ARE MINIMAL AT THE MOMENT, THIS RESPECT AND 
REPUTATION FOR DECENCY MIGHT SERVE AS A BASIS FOR A COMEBACK AS 
AN ACCEPTABLE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE TO WHOM THE COUNTRY, IN 
THE RIGHT CIRCUMSTANCES, MIGHT TURN. 

JARAMILLO 
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